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Societal & Political Engagement of
Young People in Environmental Issues

First things first. STEP aims to promote the participation of
young people in decision making procedures on
environmental issues. To achieve that and to facilitate
interaction between young people and policy makers, STEP
develops and pilot tests an eParticipation platform.

The technology

behind it Ey=38 provided through a web/mobile dialogue platform where
local government representatives and young citizens together can
identify, discuss and eventually find solutions on problems related
to local environmental issues. Young citizens can create, sign and
comment on petitions on how to improve environmental problems
in their area, and participate in round-tables. Local government
representatives, on the other hand, are able to set up and run
citizen dialogues in the format of e-petitions, mini-polls and chats.




STEP includes the following features:

Automatic translation of the content of the platform that allows users
from other countries to access information in their own language.

Text-to-Speech technology that enables text to be read to users, and
allows visually impaired people and people with dyslexia to use STEP.

Mining of web and social media content that enables young people
to view personalised information relevant to the topics of their interest
in one unified environment.

Visualisation features that enable public authorities to analyse the
social media mining results and spot trends.

Gamification features and competitions which include specific
rewards (e.g. awards, badges, etc.) and encourage more engaged
participation of young citizens.

Where is STEP implemented?

&

STEP is currently implemented in the following 5 regions but young
people from other places are also welcome to join the STEP
community!

3 Association of the communities of Locride, Italy

Hatay Metropolitan Municipality, Turkey

Mollet del Valles Municipality, Spain

Region of Crete, Greece

Valdemoro Municipality, Spain
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Project coordinator: Dr. Machi Simeonidou
DRAXIS Environmental S.A., Thessaloniki, Greece, msimeonidou@draxis.gr
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