Introduction

Why bother about the law?
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We all want to change the world, but for succeeding in it we need to now the rules of the game. In other words we shall be able to navigate ourselves through the environmental law bushes and not to get lost in it. It is crucial to know the national and international law system in order to take all the advantages the law can offer you.

For this purpose the Study Session European Environmental Law and Youth Participation, organised by YEE in the beginning of March 2012. It involved 29 participants from 17 countries across Europe. During one week we studied the topic of environment and its connections to law and also how we as youth can be an active part in law making processes. We dicussed, discovered and learned about environmental issues, human rights and campaigning. 

As a follow-up to our discussions we decided to prepare this booklet in order to show the young people what the environmental law is and how it can become in handy when preparing an environmental project or advocated for the environmental protection. The task was to communicate such a complicated topic in simple words, so everyone would be able to get the idea and use the knowledge.

We are going to discover how the environmental law is created, when an NGO can step in the process and how it can use the law in its projects. We will try to understand the interconnection between the human rights and the environment and receive some guidance on developing a campaign. 

The role of each person is very important in creating a law, so we should hurry up not to miss the chance of being a pioneer. It is never late to start and step forward and make our own contribution to people and environment. We should be fearless and realize that we have power to change “poison in medicine”. We shouldn’t wait until others will do first steps and every day when we get up we should think how to move forward. “The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them without doing anything” – said Albert Einstein.

If you want to be a pioneer then this booklet is for you. 

We hope that you will find it interesting and useful for your activity.
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