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Intro

A Living Library is a community based method. It works like a normal library – readers come and borrow a “book” for a limited time (5-10 minutes). There is only one difference, books in a Living Library are the participants of the study session and the books and readers enter into a personal conversation. After finishing a ‘book’ borrowers are able to borrow again.

We split into two groups. The books in a Living Library are our participants (the first group), i.e. youths who are active in the protection of the environment and/or have had interesting experiences. The readers (the second group) are also our participants who are fascinated in learning new and interesting things. Books are able to tell their story, answer reader’s questions and learn other perspectives, with library staff present at all times. After the first session the groups changed their places.

On the session of the launch 14 environmental books were launched, involving 26 youth. These inspiring young people represented a cross-section of the Environmental Law including: Rio 21 Declaration, Freshwater resources, Biosafety, Human rights and environment, Biological Diversity, Global Climate Justice, Environmental Impact assessment, Conservation of species and habitats, The Earth Summit and Agenda 21, Mountain, forest and polar ecosystems, Aarchus Convention, Bern Convention, Natura 2000 habitats + Birds Directive and The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
All enjoyed talking about their experiences and all would recommend being a living book to others. From a planning perspective this was wonderful as for future Living Library sessions we would be able to recommend the experience to other TC’s or study session’s organisers and in some cases refer them to past living books that would be able to share their experiences. The European Youth centre also appeared to be the best location for the use of this program due to the large amount of space that was able to be provided. The library was also able to provide a safe and often familiar environment for books and borrowers to converse allowing for a smoother and more comfortable flow of conversation. 100% of readers stated that they learnt something by borrowing a book and most said that they were inspired by the youth they borrowed.

- Fresh Water Resources

Introduction

This Chapter focuses on the protection,conservation and management of freshwater resources,both at the international and national level.

Beside the managemene other topic it will about conventions regarding water management and current law.

Sources of Fresh water

Surface water is water in a river, lake or fresh water wetland. Surface water is naturally replenished by precipitation and naturally lost through discharge to the oceans, evaporation, evapotranspiration and sub-surface seepage. Water resources are sources of water that are useful or potentially useful. Uses of water include agricultural, industrial, household, recreational and environmental activities. Virtually all of these human uses require fresh water.

97% of the water on the Earth is salt water. Only three percent is fresh water; slightly over two thirds of this is frozen in glaciers and polar ice caps.[1] The remaining unfrozen freshwater is found mainly as groundwater, with only a small fraction present above ground or in the air.[2]
Fresh water is a renewable resource, yet the world's supply of clean, fresh water is steadily decreasing.[citation needed] Water demand already exceeds supply in many parts of the world[where?][citation needed] and as the world population continues to rise, so too does the water demand.

Legislation

On 23 October 2000, the "Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a framework for the Community action in the field of water policy" or, in short, the EU Water Framework Directive (or even shorter the WFD) was finally adopted.

          In 2009, nine years after the Framework-Directive entered into force, management plans were produced for each river basin district, taking account of the results of the analyses and studies carried out. These plans cover the period 2009-2015. They shall be revised in 2015 and then every six years thereafter.

The management plans must be implemented in 2012. They aim to:

· prevent deterioration, enhance and restore bodies of surface water, achieve good chemical and ecological status of such water by 2015 at the latest and to reduce pollution from discharges and emissions of hazardous substances;

· protect, enhance and restore the status of all bodies of groundwater, prevent the pollution and deterioration of groundwater, and ensure a balance between groundwater abstraction and replenishment;

· preserve protected areas.

-  The Earth Summit and Agenda 21

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also known as the Rio Summit, Rio Conference, Earth Summit) was a major United Nations conference held in Rio de Janeiro from 3 June to 14 June 1992.

172 governments participated, with 108 sending their heads of state or government. Some 2,400 representatives of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) attended, with 17,000 people at the parallel NGO "Global Forum" (a.k.a. Forum Global), who had Consultative Status.

Agenda  21 strives to reconcile the twin requirements of a high quality environment and a healthy economy for all people of the world, while identifying key areas of responsibility as well as offering preliminary cost estimates for success.

The issues addressed included:

· systematic scrutiny of patterns of production — particularly the production of toxic components, such as lead in gasoline, or poisonous waste including radioactive chemicals

· alternative sources of energy to replace the use of fossil fuels which are linked to global climate change
· new reliance on public transportation systems in order to reduce vehicle emissions, congestion in cities and the health problems caused by polluted air and smog

· the growing scarcity of water
An important achievement was an agreement on the Climate Change Convention which in turn led to the Kyoto Protocol. Another agreement was to "not carry out any activities on the lands of indigenous peoples that would cause environmental degradation or that would be culturally inappropriate"

However, point out that many of the agreements made in Rio have not been realized regarding such fundamental issues as fighting poverty and cleaning up the environment.

- Bern Convention

The Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 1979, also known as the Bern Convention (or Berne Convention), came into force on June 1, 1982.

It has now been signed by all member states of the Council of Europe – except San Marino and Russia – as well as by the European Union, Burkina Faso, Morocco, Tunisia and Senegal.

Algeria, Belarus, Cape Verde, the Holy See, San Marino and Russia are among non-signatories that have observer status at meetings of the committee.

The convention sets out to:

· conserve wild flora and fauna and their natural habitats;

· promote co-operation between states;

· monitor and control endangered and vulnerable species;

· assist with the provision of assistance concerning legal and scientific issues.

The convention led to the creation in 1998 of the Emerald network of Areas of Special Conservation Interest (ASCIs) throughout the territory of the parties to the convention, which operates alongside the European Union's Natura 2000 programme.

It also provides for the monitoring and control of endangered species, and the provision of assistance concerning legal and scientific issues.

- Natura 2000 is an ecological network of protected areas in the territory of the European Union. In May 1992, the governments of the European Communities adopted legislation designed to protect the most seriously threatened habitats and species across Europe. This legislation is called the Habitats Directive and complements the Birds Directive adopted in 1979. These two directives are the basis of the creation of the Natura 2000 network of protected areas. Natura 2000 protects around 18% of land in the EU countries, and it can be considered almost completed in the EU terrestrial environment.


Aarhus Convention - Convention on access to information, public participation in decision making and access to justice in environmental matters (1998)

The Aarhus Convention is a multilateral environmental agreement through which the opportunities for citizens to access environmental information are increased and transparent and reliable regulation procedure is secured. The Aarhus Convention establishes a number of rights of the public (individuals and their associations) with regard to the environment. 

· the right of everyone to receive environmental information that is held by public authorities ("access to environmental information"). This can include information on the state of the environment, but also on policies or measures taken, or on the state of human health and safety where this can be affected by the state of the environment. 

· the right to participate in environmental decision-making. Arrangements are to be made by public authorities to enable the public affected and environmental non-governmental organisations to comment on, for example, proposals for projects affecting the environment, or plans and programmes relating to the environment, these comments to be taken into due account in decision-making, and information to be provided on the final decisions and the reasons for it ("public participation in environmental decision-making"); 

· the right to review procedures to challenge public decisions that have been made without respecting the two aforementioned rights or environmental law in general ("access to justice"). 

ESPOO - Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (1991)

The Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context is a United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) convention signed in Espoo, Finland, in 1991 that entered into force in 1997. The Convention sets out the obligations of Parties that is States that have agreed to be bound by the Convention to carry out an environmental impact assessment of certain activities at an early stage of planning. It also lays down the general obligation of States to notify and consult each other on all major projects under consideration that are likely to have a significant adverse environmental impact across boundaries.

The Convention's main procedural steps are:

· application of the Convention by the Party of origin 

· notification of the affected Party by the Party of origin 

· confirmation of participation by the affected Party 

· transmittal of information from the affected Party to the Party of origin 

· public participation in tha affected Party 

· preparation of EIA documentation distribution of the EIA documentation for the purpose of participation of authorities and public of the affected Party 

· consultation between the concerned Parties 

· final decision by the Party of origin

· transmittal of final decision documentation to the affected Party

· post-project analysis 

- UNFCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC or FCCC) is an international environmental treaty produced at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), informally known as the Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro from June 3 to 14, 1992. The objective of the treaty is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.

The treaty itself set no mandatory limits on greenhouse gas emissions for individual countries and contains no enforcement mechanisms. In that sense, the treaty is considered legally non-binding. Instead, the treaty provides for updates (called "protocols") that would set mandatory emission limits. The principal update is the Kyoto Protocol, which has become much better known than the UNFCCC itself.

One of its first tasks was to establish national greenhouse gas inventories of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and removals, which were used to create the 1990 benchmark levels for accession of Annex I countries to the Kyoto Protocol and for the commitment of those countries to GHG reductions. Updated inventories must be regularly submitted by Annex I countries.

