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INFO PACK FOR PARTICIPANTS

OF THE STUDY SESSION 
‘EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND YOUTH PARTICIPATION’


4 – 11 March 2012, European Youth Centre Strasbourg, France
You were selected to participate in the Study Session ‘European Environmental Law and Youth Participation’. We are looking forward to discuss, exchange and learn with you on the topic of environmental law and youth participation.
In this document you will find many practical information about the study session.


ABOUT THE PROJECT

What is a study session 

A study session is an international youth event which brings together members of youth organisations or networks and experts for discussions on a specific subject leading to conclusions relevant to the priorities and programmes of the Council of Europe Youth sector. It is organised in co-operation with youth network and hosted by the European Youth Centre. 
Young people in a study session have the opportunity to discuss an issue of concern to them and their organisation from a variety of perspectives. 

A Study Session is neither a training course, nor a youth-exchange, even though there might be some training and certainly a lot of exchaning. A Study Session is primarily an opportunity for a youth-network such as YEE to develop its competence and strength in an area that has been identified as lacking – in our case environmental law. We will study this together with the help of some experts, but primarily with our own brains combined in full force!

Aims and objectives of the Study Session 

The aim of this study session is to increase the participants’ competences in the field of environmental law and to foster organizations’ capacity in using that knowledge to advocate for environmental protection.
Please check the attached document to read concrete objectives of the Study Session.

Organisers 
Youth and Environment Europe (YEE) is a network of 45 youth non-governmental organizations coming from 28 European countries. The activities of YEE aim at promotion of sustainable development, environmental protection and nature conservation. All our activities are organized and carried out by and with the involvement of young people under the age of 30. YEE encourages all activities that can increase the knowledge, understanding and appreciation of nature and the awareness of environmental problems amongst young people in Europe. 
www
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Council of Europe (CoE, Conseil de l'Europe) is an international organization promoting co-operation between all countries of Europe in the areas of legal standards, human
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HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights"rights, democratic development, the rule of law and cultural co-operation. It was founded in 1949, has 47 member states with some 800 million citizens, and is an entirely separate body from the European Union (EU). “The aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity between its members for the purpose of safeguarding and realizing the ideals and principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their economic and social progress.”
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The Council of Europe Youth sector web-page:
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/default_en.asp
Preparatory team

Gosia:
Gosia is Polish but lives in Prague, Czech Republic. She works in the office of Youth and Environment Europe as the Main Coordinator. She helps to coordinate international environmental projects, creates YEE publications and coordinates project of EVS volunteers. She is a Course Director of this Study Session so she will provide you with all needed information before the project and support your learning process during the Study Session.

Bastian: 
Bastian lives in Wroclaw, Poland and is the external trainer for this study session. He is not a member of any YEE member organisation, but a member of the Pool of Trainers of the Youth Department of the Council of Europe. He will be primarily supporting the team of facilitators in running this Study Session and serve as a link between YEE and the Council of Europe. 

Monika:
Monika is Polish, living currently in Zielona Góra. She graduated biology on Jagiellonian University in Kraków and she moved to the west to work for Naturalists Club. At her work she is responsible for a project of controlling Natura 2000 management plans, interventions and environmental education. She is especially interested in the field of environmental law, deep ecology and protection of wildlife. In her free time she is slackliner, pinhole photographer, muffins baker and many others. In the study session she is a member of the preparatory team and during the project will be one of the facilitators.


Kyrylo:
Kyrylo was born and lives in Ukraine. Since 2009 he has been occupying the post of External Relations Officer in Youth and Environment Europe. In his position he is responsible for representation of the Organization at various international events as well as in relations with its partners. During the Study session in the capacity of facilitator he will be facilitating the learning process and help participants fully enjoy the event.

Arsen:
Arsen is from Armenia. He is the President in Stepanavan Youth Center NGO, which is a member of Youth and Environment Europe. In the study session he is a member of the preparatory team and during the project will be one of the facilitators.  

Experts
We will invite for the study session experts that will help us to understand the topic and give us many useful information.

Participants

26 participants from 15 countries and 22 organisations have been selected for the study session. A list of participants is attached to this email.


Program of the study session

Please find in the attachment the agenda of the study session.


PRACTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

Arrival 
The study session will begin on 4th of March. You should arrive to the European Youth Centre Strasbourg before 19.00. 

Departure

The study session will finish on 11th of March in the morning so plan your departure for that day, preferably after breakfast.


Venue
European Youth Centre Strasbourg (EYCS)
30, rue Pierre de Coubertin
F - 67000 Strasbourg, France

The study session will be held and the participants will be accommodated in the European Youth Centre Strasbourg (EYCS) which is surrounded by buildings of such European institutions as European Parliament, Council of Europe and European Court of Human Rights. Although having been built almost 40 years ago, it is still now a perfect place for holding manifold conferences, training courses, seminars and other youth events. 

How to get to the EYCS:  
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Accommodation 
The participants of the study session will be accommodated in single or double rooms. During the meeting the following facilities will be at their disposal: a big conference room, rooms for work in groups, canteen, lounge area, cyber center with access to internet and sauna.

The participants are kindly asked to take with them slippers for the rooms and other house shoes for the Center. 

More information about the EYCS:  www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/EYC/Strasbourg_en.asp

Travel

Plan your travel to Strasbourg as soon as possible and inform us about details of your travel, arrival and departure time.
Make sure you buy return tickets before you arrive at the European Youth Centre as reimbursement will only be given on tickets you give on the first day of the study session. This is a strict rule of the Council of Europe: no ticket, no money. The Council of Europe is also very strict about other travel conditions, please read the attached document for full details.

Travel options:
-  Participants from Czech Republic, Italy, Germany, U.K., Slovenia, Sweden and Poland are required to go by a bus or train to Strasbourg. YEE policies say that if the travel takes up to 24 hours, participants should travel by bus or train.
The Deutsche Bahn website has a good search engine for European trains: 
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-  Participants from other parts of Europe are able to take a flight. Please check the best connections and the cheapest way. We recommend you check the following airports to airport and their timetables:
- Frankfurt International Airport, Germany -
http
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- Baden Airpark, Karlsruhe, Germany -
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- Basel Airport, Switzerland - 
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From these airports, you can take a train or bus to Strasbourg. The Deutsche Bahn website has a good search engine for European trains:
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One of the cheapest and most popular options is to fly to Frankfurt International Airport and take the Lufthansa Bus directly to Strasbourg. If you fly with Lufthansa, the bus price is usually included in your ticket price.
Lufthansa flights:
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Lufthansa buses:
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Tickets for the bus to Strasbourg must be booked online through the Lufthansa booking page (www
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HYPERLINK "http://www.lufthansa.com/"com>). It does not matter which airline you take to Frankfurt. To book only the bus tickets, put "Frankfurt International" and "Strasbourg bus station" as the destinations.

Reimbursement


Travel costs – 100 % reimbursed

Participation fee – 50 EUR


The good news is that all of you will get your travel costs reimbursed for coming to the Strasbourg (100%). The bad news is that the Council of Europe is an European Institution, which means that there is some bureaucracy involved that can’t be avoided. A few things can make life much easier for you: 
- take the cheapest possibility for your travel. 
- make sure you have an INVOICE for your travel. The invoice needs to state how much you paid, that you in fact paid and how you paid (cash, credit card, etc.). 
- if you take any local transport, make sure that you already buy on your way to Strasbourg all the tickets that you will need to get back. You can’t get any reimbursement for costs that you didn’t already have. No money will be given for potential costs in the future, as predictable as they may be. 
- you will be reimbursed in cash during the Study Session. If you want, however, to receive the money by bank transfer, bring the IBAN number for your bank account and the BIC code for your bank. Also be aware that money transfers can take quite a while to make their way through the the administrative procedures. 
- your participation fee (50 EUR) will be deducted from the travel reimbursement. 
Please check the attachment with the check list for reimbursement for more details.

Vegetarian option 

We would like to propose all of you a small experiment: to be a vegetarian for a week! We propose you to eat only meat-free food during that time in order to lower our ecological footprint. And of course it can be a lot of fun! You will try things you have never eaten before, you will discover new areas of taste and gain new experiences :) If you would like to choose this veggie option for this time (and you didn’t write it in the application form) – let us know!


Insurance

Every participant should be insured. Please take your insurance card with you. We will not provide a group insurance.


TO TAKE
Please take with you for the Study Session:
-    house shoes
-    something local from your country/region that has an environmental connection. For example, does your local region produce an interesting organic product? Is there some locally made crafts you can show? Is there an interesting custom connected with nature (like a fairy tale) that you would like to share?
-    short movies about your projects or ecological problems in your country

-    cookies, snacks, chocolates  that we can share during the coffee breaks!

TO PREPARE

-    energizers – so that we would have many various games to get energetic
-   we would like to ask you to seek (or think about your experience) for best and worst practices of interventions for nature protection. Prepare short description of a problem - who wanted to do what? and how it was solved? which law was used? who participated in it? why the area was precious? Please remember you will have limited time to present your case - make it short, interesting and informative.

Inform us if you are planning the share such example with us. If you need any consultation on the case - please contact our team.

ATTACHMENTS

Please find attached:
-    Draft agenda of the study session
-    Aims and objectives of the project
-    List of participants
-    Rules for travel reimbursement
 
SEND US INFORMATION
To prepare the project well we need your cooperation so please send us the following information till Friday 10th of February to gosia@yeenet.eu.


- exact date and time of arrival and departure and the price of your ticket
- if you will share some of best/bad practices of interventions for nature protection
- if you want to ask for vegetarian option


OTHER INFO

-    You will receive soon documents that we will ask you to read in order to be better prepared for the study session.


-    We have created a facebook group where we will upload information and where you can get to know other participants.


-    All documents and materials can be downloaded as well from the YEE website www

HYPERLINK "http://www.yeenet.eu".

HYPERLINK "http://www.yeenet.eu"yeenet

HYPERLINK "http://www.yeenet.eu".

HYPERLINK "http://www.yeenet.eu"eu You can log in to the internal part of the website. You can create your own log in or use the one for the project. Login: studysession Password: environment 

In the left down menu you will see the section Study Session.


-    During the study session we will create together a booklet on the topic of the study session so start practicing your journalistic skills and collecting interesting materials on the topic.


A BIT OF CULTURE

The project will take place in Strasbourg so check a bit of information about the city:

http
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Short French dictionary 

Hello! – Bonjour! Bonsoir! (in the evening)

How are you? – Comment ça va?

I’m ok – Ça va bien.

Thanks a lot – Merci beaucoup

Good appetite – Bon appétit

My name is – Je m'appelle…

Good luck – Bonne chance

I can’t speak French – Je ne parle pas français
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